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1
MOVEABLE DISPLAY PORTION OF A
COMPUTING DEVICE INCLUDING A
CLUTCH MECHANISM

TECHNICAL FIELD

This description relates to a moveable display portion of
a computing device including a clutch mechanism.

BACKGROUND

Known computing devices can have several mechanisms
through which a user may interact with (e.g., trigger) one or
more functions of the computing device. For example, user
input devices such as keyboards, mouse devices, touch
screen displays and/or so forth, through which a user may
interact with computing devices to perform one or more
computing functions, can be connected with and/or inte-
grated into the computing devices. However, these user
input devices may be cumbersome to use and/or may not
produce results at a desirable speed, level of accuracy, and/or
with a desired effect.

SUMMARY

In one general aspect, a computing device can include a
base portion including a keyboard and a base coupling
mechanism fixedly coupled to the base portion where the
base coupling mechanism includes a rotating receiver. The
computing device can include a display portion having a
display coupling mechanism configured to be removably
coupled to the rotating receiver of the base coupling mecha-
nism. The display coupling mechanism of the display por-
tion can be configured to be coupled to the rotating receiver
of the base coupling mechanism in response to the display
portion being slidably moved with respect to the base
portion when a viewable surface of the display portion is
aligned along a plane substantially parallel to a plane along
which the keyboard of the base portion is aligned. The
display portion can be configured to rotate via the rotating
receiver when the display coupling mechanism is coupled to
the rotating receiver of the base coupling mechanism.

In another general aspect, an apparatus can include a base
coupling mechanism configured to be fixedly coupled to a
base portion of a computing device. The base coupling
mechanism can include a rotating receiver and a pushpin
actuated by a spring. The apparatus can include a display
coupling mechanism including a locking mechanism con-
figured to removably couple the display coupling mecha-
nism to the rotating receiver of the base coupling mecha-
nism. The display coupling mechanism can be configured to
be fixedly coupled to a display portion of the computing
device and configured to rotate about an axis orthogonal to
a direction that the pushpin is actuated by the spring when
the display portion is coupled to the rotating receiver of the
base coupling mechanism.

In yet another general aspect, a computing device can
include a base portion including a keyboard and a base
coupling mechanism fixedly coupled to the base portion.
The base coupling mechanism can include a rotating
receiver and a pushpin actuated by a spring. The computing
device can include a display portion having a display
coupling mechanism configured to be removably coupled to
the rotating receiver of the base coupling mechanism and
configured to translate along a direction that the pushpin is
actuated by the spring.
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The details of one or more implementations are set forth
in the accompanying drawings and the description below.
Other features will be apparent from the description and
drawings, and from the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a computing device with a display
portion configured to move with respect to a base portion.

FIGS. 2A through 2E are diagrams that illustrate move-
ment of a computing device including a clutch mechanism.

FIGS. 3A through 3F are diagrams that illustrate a clutch
mechanism of a computing device in various configurations.

FIGS. 4A through 4F are diagrams that illustrate various
view of a computing device including a clutch mechanism.

FIGS. 5A through 5G are diagrams that illustrate various
configurations and movement of components within a base
coupling mechanism of a clutch mechanism.

FIG. 6 is a graph that illustrates torque with respect to
angle for the clutch mechanism shown in FIGS. 5A through
5G.

FIGS. 7 and 8 are exploded view diagrams that illustrate
various components of clutch mechanisms.

FIG. 9 is a diagram that illustrates a display coupling
mechanism coupled to a base coupling mechanism.

FIGS. 10A through 10C are diagrams that illustrate a base
clutch coupled to a portion of a display coupling mechanism.

FIG. 11 is a diagram of a computing device that includes
clutch mechanisms.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a diagram of a computing device 100 including
a base portion 110 and a display portion 120. As shown in
FIG. 1, the display portion 120 includes a display 122, and
the base portion 110 includes an input device region 112.
The display 122 can have a display surface 124 (also can be
referred to as a viewable surface) upon which illuminated
objects can be displayed and viewed by a user. The input
device region 112 can include various types of input devices
such as, for example, a keyboard, one or more buttons, an
electrostatic touchpad to control a mouse cursor, etc.

In this implementation, the display 122 is a touch sensi-
tive display that can be any type of touch sensitive display.
In some implementations, the display 122 can be, or can
include, for example, an electrostatic touch device, a resis-
tive touchscreen device, a surface acoustic wave (SAW)
device, a capacitive touchscreen device, a pressure sensitive
device, a surface capacitive device, a projected capacitive
touch (PCT) device, and/or so forth. As a touch sensitive
device, the display 122 can function as an input device. For
example, the display 122 can be configured to display a
virtual keyboard (e.g., emulate a keyboard) that can be used
by a user as an input device.

As shown in FIG. 1, the display portion 120 has a bottom
portion 126 operably coupled to the base portion 110. The
display portion 120 also has a top portion 128 on an end of
the display portion 120 that is opposite the bottom portion
126. The base portion 110 has a front portion at a front end
116, and has a back portion at a back end 118 of the base
portion 110 of the base portion 110. In this implementation,
a distal direction is towards the back end 118 of the base
portion 110, and a proximal direction is towards the front
end 116 of the base portion 110. Accordingly, the front end
116 can also be referred to as a proximal end of the base
portion 110, and the back end 118 can be referred to as a
distal end of the base portion 110.
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The display portion 120 is configured to rotate and
translate with respect to the base portion 110 in various
configurations so that the display 122 and input devices
included in the input device region 112 can be used differ-
ently in the various configurations. For example, the display
portion 120 can be configured to rotate and translate from
the configuration shown in FIG. 1 (in which the computing
device 100 can be used in a fashion similar to a typical
laptop computer) to a configuration where the display por-
tion 120 covers one or more input devices included in the
input device 112 of the base portion 110 while the display
122 is facing away from the base portion 110 so that the
computing device 100 can be used as a tablet-type comput-
ing device. More details related to various configurations of
the computing device 100 are described below in connection
with FIG. 1 as well as the remaining figures.

As shown in FIG. 1, the display portion 120 is configured
to rotate about an axis L of the bottom portion 126 of the
display portion 120. Specifically, the display portion 120 is
configured to rotate about the axis L in a clockwise direction
V1 or in a counterclockwise direction V2 as shown in FIG.
1. Thus, the display portion 120 can be configured to rotate
between various rotational positions about the axis L.

In this implementation, the display portion 120 can be
configured to rotate in the clockwise direction V1 until the
display portion 120 is parallel to the base portion 110 (or
substantially parallel) and the display surface 124 is facing
away from the base portion 110. Said differently, the display
portion 120 can be configured to rotate in the clockwise
direction V1 until the display portion 120 is flat with respect
to the base portion 110. Thus, the display portion 120 and the
base portion 110 can be aligned along a common plane (or
different planes that are parallel (or substantially parallel) to
one another) with the display surface 124 facing away from
the base portion 110. In some implementations, when the
display portion 120 is positioned such that a plane (e.g., a
primary plane) along which the display portion (e.g., a
viewable surface of the display portion) is aligned is sub-
stantially parallel to a plane P1 (e.g., a primary plane) along
which the base portion 110 (e.g., a bottom or top of the base
portion 110) is aligned, the computing device 100 can be
referred to as being in a tablet configuration. When the
computing device 100 is in the tablet configuration, the
display surface 124 can be accessible by (e.g., exposed to)
a user. In some implementations, the tablet configuration can
be characterized as a type of closed configuration because
the display portion 120 and the base portion 110 are sub-
stantially aligned along a common plane (e.g., plane P1).

Also, the display portion 120 can be configured to rotate
in the counterclockwise direction V2 until the display por-
tion 120 is parallel to the base portion 110 (or substantially
parallel) with the display surface 124 facing toward the base
portion 110. Said differently, the display portion 120 can be
configured to rotate in the counterclockwise correction V2
until the display portion 120 is flat with respect to the base
portion 110. Thus, the display portion 120 and the base
portion 110 can be aligned along a common plane (e.g.,
plane P1) (or different planes that are parallel (or substan-
tially parallel) to one another) with the display surface 124
facing towards the base portion 110. In some implementa-
tions, when the display portion 120 is in the rotational
position described above, the computing device 100 can be
referred to as being in a closed configuration (or a closed
configuration with display down). In some implementations,
when the computing device 100 is in the closed configura-
tion, at least a portion of the input device region 112 may not
be accessible by a user of the computing device 100.
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As shown in FIG. 1, the display portion 120 is also
configured to translate with respect to the base portion 110
in a translational direction when the display surface 124 of
the display portion 120 is aligned along, or parallel to, plane
P1. Specifically, the display portion 120 can be configured to
translate in a forward direction (direction F) (i.e., a proximal
direction) with respect to the base portion 110 towards the
front end 116 of the base portion 110, and can be configured
to translate in a backward direction (direction B) (i.e., a
distal direction) with respect to the base portion 110 towards
the back end 118 of the base portion 110 when the display
surface 124 of the display portion 120 is aligned along, or
parallel to, plane P1. Thus, the display portion 120 can be
configured to move between various translational positions
along the base portion 110. As shown in FIG. 1, the forward
direction and the backward direction, which can be charac-
terized as translational directions, are orthogonal to (e.g.,
substantially orthogonal to) the axis L.

In the implementation shown in FIG. 1, the display
portion 120 is configured to rotate about the axis L. (along
direction V1 or V2) when the display portion 120 is in a
predetermined translational position with respect to the base
portion 110. For example, the display portion 120 can be
configured to rotate about the axis L in the clockwise
direction V1 or the counterclockwise direction V2 when the
display portion 120 is at a first translational position where
the display portion 120 is disposed over the front portion of
the base portion 110. The display portion 120 may not rotate
about the axis L in the clockwise direction V1 or the
counterclockwise direction V2 when the display portion 120
is at a second translational position where the display
portion 120 is disposed over the back portion of the base
portion 110.

Although not shown in FIG. 1, the computing device 100
device can include a clutch mechanism through which the
movement of the computing device 100 can be imple-
mented. A base coupling mechanism of the clutch mecha-
nism can be included in the base portion 110 and a display
coupling mechanism of the clutch mechanism can be
included in the display portion 120 of the computing device
100. The base coupling mechanism of the clutch mechanism
can be removably coupled to the display coupling mecha-
nism of the clutch mechanism. When the base coupling
mechanism is coupled to (e.g., engaged with) the display
coupling mechanism, the display portion 120 can be con-
figured to rotate about the axis L. (along direction V1 or V2).
When the base coupling mechanism is decoupled from (e.g.,
not coupled to, disengaged from) the display coupling
mechanism, the display portion 120 can be configured to
rotate about the axis L. (along direction V1 or V2).

In some implementations, the display portion 120 can be
rotated and translated with respect to the base portion 110
such that at least a portion of the input device region 112 is
covered. For example, when in a closed configuration (with
the display 122 facing towards or facing away from the base
portion 110), the display portion 120 can be configured to
cover at least a portion of the input device region 112 (so that
the portion of the input device region 112 is not readily
accessible to a user of the computing device 100).

As shown in FIG. 1, the computing device 100 can be a
personal computing laptop-type device. In some implemen-
tations, the computing device 100 can be any type of
computing device. The computing device 100 can be, for
example, a wired device and/or a wireless device (e.g., wi-fi
enabled device) and can be, for example, a computing entity
(e.g., a personal computing device), a server device (e.g., a
web server), a mobile phone, a personal digital assistant
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(PDA), an e-book device, and/or so forth. The computing
device 100 can be configured to operate based on one or
more platforms (e.g., one or more similar or different
platforms) that can include one or more types of hardware,
software, firmware, operating systems, runtime libraries,
and/or so forth. More details related to various configura-
tions of a computing device that has a display portion
configured to move with respect to a base portion are
described in connection with the figures below.

FIGS. 2A through 2F are diagrams that illustrate move-
ment of a computing device 200 including a clutch mecha-
nism (not shown). The movement of the computing device
200 can be similar to or the same as that described in
connection with FIG. 1. Although the clutch mechanism is
not explicitly shown in FIGS. 2A through 2FE, the movement
of the computing device 200 is based on the clutch mecha-
nism.

The computing device 200 shown in FIGS. 2A through 2E
can be similar to, or based on, the functionality of the
computing device 100 shown in FIG. 1. The computing
device 200 includes a base portion 210 and a display portion
220 operably coupled to the base portion 210 via the clutch
mechanism.

The base portion 210 has a front portion at a front end
216, and has a back portion at a back end 218 of the base
portion 210. In this implementation, a distal direction is
towards the back end 218 of the base portion 210, and a
proximal direction is towards the front end 216 of the base
portion 210. Accordingly, the front end 216 can also be
referred to as a proximal end of the base portion 210, and the
back end 218 can be referred to as a distal end of the base
portion 210.

FIG. 2A is a diagram that illustrates the computing device
200 in a tablet configuration. The display portion 220 of the
computing device 200 can be moved from the tablet con-
figuration shown in FIG. 2A by moving the display portion
220 along direction Al until a bottom portion 226 of the
display portion 220 is at approximately point A3 along a
guide 240 (or guide portion) of the computing device 200 to
the partial tablet configuration shown in FIG. 2B. When the
bottom portion 226 of the display portion 220 (which is on
an end of the display portion 220 that is opposite a top
portion 228) is at approximately point A3 along the guide
240 of the computing device 200, the display portion 220
can be rotated about axis R along direction X to the laptop
configuration shown in FIG. 2C. The display portion 220 can
be rotated about axis R along direction X to the closed
configuration shown in FIG. 2D. The display portion 220 of
the computing device 200 can be moved from the closed
configuration shown in FIG. 2D by moving the display
portion 220 along direction A1 until the bottom portion 226
of the display portion 220 is aligned along the back end 218
of the base portion 220 of the computing device 200 shown
in FIG. 2E. As illustrated by FIGS. 2A through 2E, the
display portion 220 is moved along direction Al when
moved from the tablet configuration shown in FIG. 2A to the
laptop configuration shown in FIG. 2C and when moved
from the laptop configuration shown in FIG. 2C to the closed
configuration shown in FIG. 2E.

The direction Al, which can be characterized as a trans-
lational direction, is orthogonal to (e.g., substantially
orthogonal to) the axis R. Also, the axis R can be orthogonal
to a longitudinal axis of (or line aligned along) one or more
of the guides 240.

The movement of the computing device 200 can be
performed in the reverse order as well (from FIG. 2E to FIG.
2A). Specifically, The display portion 220 of the computing
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device 200 can be moved from the closed configuration
shown in FIG. 2E by moving the display portion 220 along
direction A2 until a bottom portion 226 of the display
portion 220 is at approximately point A3 along the guide 240
of the computing device 200 to the configuration shown in
FIG. 2D. When the bottom portion 226 of the display portion
220 is at approximately point A3 along the guide 240 of the
computing device 200, the display portion 220 can be
rotated about axis R along direction Y to the laptop con-
figuration shown in FIG. 2C. The display portion 220 can be
rotated about axis R along direction Y to the partial tablet
configuration shown in FIG. 2B. The display portion 220 of
the computing device 200 can be moved from the partial
tablet configuration shown in FIG. 2B by moving the display
portion 220 along direction A2 until the bottom portion 226
of the display portion 220 is aligned along the front end 216
of the base portion 220 of the computing device 200 shown
in FIG. 2E. As illustrated by the reverse sequence of FIGS.
2E through 2A, the display portion 220 is moved along
direction A2 when moved from the tablet configuration
shown in FIG. 2A to the laptop configuration shown in FIG.
2C and when moved from the laptop configuration shown in
FIG. 2C to the closed configuration shown in FIG. 2E.

As shown in FIG. 2A, the guides 240, 241 are coupled to
or are included as portions of the base portion 210 of the
computing device 200. The guide 240 (and guide 241) has
a thickness B1 that is greater than a thickness B2 of a middle
portion of the base portion 210 of the computing device 200.
In some implementations, the thickness B1 of the guide 240
can be approximately greater than or equal to a combined
thickness of the display portion 220 and the thickness B2 of
the base portion 210. In some implementations, the thick-
ness Bl of the guide 240 can be less than a combined
thickness of the display portion 220 and the thickness B2 of
the base portion 210.

The display portion 220 includes a touch sensitive display
222 that has a display surface 224. Thus, the touch sensitive
display 222 can function as an input device. For example,
the touch sensitive display 222 can be configured to display
a virtual keyboard (e.g., emulate a keyboard) that can be
used by a user as an input device.

Although not shown, in some implementations, the base
portion 210 can include various computing components
such as one or more processors, a graphics processor, a
motherboard, a memory (e.g., a disk drive, a solid-state
drive), and/or so forth. One or more images displayed on the
touch sensitive display 222 can be triggered by the comput-
ing components included in the base portion 210. In some
implementations, one or more wires configured to handle
signaling (e.g., video signals, signals generated in response
to interactions with the touch sensitive display 222) between
the touch sensitive display 222. For example, one or more
wires configured to transfer signals between the base portion
210 (e.g., a processor included in the base portion 210) and
the touch sensitive display 222 can be disposed inside of at
least a portion of the clutch mechanism.

As illustrated by FIGS. 2A through 2E, the display portion
220 can be rotated about axis R when the bottom portion 226
of the display portion 220 is at approximately point A3. At
approximately point A3, a base coupling mechanism of the
clutch mechanism included in the base portion 210 is
coupled to (or engaged with) a display coupling mechanism
of the clutch mechanism included in the display portion 220
so that the display portion 220 can be rotated with respect to
the base portion 210. The computing device 200 can be
configured so that the display portion 220 may not be rotated
about axis R when the bottom portion 226 of the display
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portion 220 is not at approximately point A3 (is at another
point along the guides 240, 241). As illustrated by FIGS. 2E
through 2A, the display portion 220 is moved through the
laptop configuration shown in FIG. 2C when being moved
between the tablet configuration shown in FIG. 2A and the
closed configuration shown in FIG. 2E.

As shown in FIGS. 2B and 2C, a slot 250 is included in
a side of the display portion 220. A slot, which is not shown,
can also be included in the opposite side of the display
portion 220. When the display surface 224 of the display
portion 220 is aligned along the base portion 210, the display
portion 220 can be slidably moved so at least a portion of the
clutch mechanism can be slidably moved within the slot 250.
In some implementations, the slot 250 can be a groove into
which one or more portions of the clutch mechanism and can
be inserted and slidably moved. More details related to the
operation of clutch mechanisms and their components are
illustrated and described after FIG. 2E.

In some implementations, one or more detents can be
included along the slot 250. In some implementations, the
slot 250 can include a member (e.g., a rod) along which one
or more portions of the clutch mechanism can slidably
move. In some implementations, one or more of the clutch
mechanism and/or the slot 250 can include rolling devices
such as wheels or ball-bearings that can facilitate transla-
tional movement (e.g., facilitate relatively smooth transla-
tional movement) of the display portion 220 with respect to
the base portion 210. In some implementations, one or more
input devices (e.g., a keyboard) included in the input device
region 212 can have a fixed position in the base portion 210
with respect to one or more of the guides 240, 241.

As discussed above, FIG. 2A is a diagram that illustrates
the computing device 200 in a tablet configuration. The
display portion 220 is parallel to the base portion 210 (or
substantially parallel) and the display surface 224 is facing
away from the base portion 210 as shown in the tablet
configuration in FIG. 2A. Thus, the display portion 220 and
the base portion 210 can be aligned along a common plane
(e.g., plane P2) (or different planes that are parallel (or
substantially parallel) to one another) with the display
surface 224 facing away from the base portion 210. As
shown in FIG. 2A, the display surface 224 is accessible
when the computing device 200 is in the tablet configura-
tion.

The touch sensitive display 222 can be the primary input
device of the computing device 200 when the computing
device 200 is in the tablet configuration. In some implemen-
tations, when the computing device 200 is in the tablet
configuration, one or more input devices included in the
input device region 212 (which is not visible in FIG. 2A
because the input device region 212 is covered by the
display portion 220) can be deactivated (e.g., disabled,
changed to a non-operational state, changed to a standby
state). For example, a keyboard included in the input device
region 212 can be automatically deactivated (or changed to
a deactivated state) when the computing device 200 is in (or
moved to) the tablet configuration. Input devices included in
the input device region 212 may be deactivated because the
input devices may not be accessible when covered by the
display portion 220 when the computing device 200 is in the
tablet configuration shown in FIG. 2B. The input devices
included in the input device region 212 can be changed to or
remain in a deactivated state to, for example, save power of
the computing device 200.

In some implementations, when the computing device
200 is in the tablet configuration, the display portion 220 of
the computing device 200 can be translated with respect to
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the base portion 210 of the computing device 200. For
example, the display portion 220 of the computing device
200 can be translated along direction Al shown in FIG. 2A
to the position shown in FIG. 2B.

FIG. 2B is a diagram that illustrates the display portion
220 of the computing device 200 in a partial tablet configu-
ration. The display portion 220, when the computing device
200 is in the tablet configuration shown in FIG. 2A, can be
translated along the guides 240, 241 in the direction Al so
that at least a portion of the top portion 228 of the display
portion 220 is no longer disposed over the base portion 210
of the computing device 200 as shown in FIG. 2B. In this
implementation, when the display portion 220 is translated
along the guides 240 in the direction Al, at least a portion
of the input device region 212 is exposed. In some imple-
mentations, the display portion 220 can be translated along
the guides 240 in direction A2 from the configuration shown
in FIG. 2B to the tablet configuration shown in FIG. 2B.

In some implementations, one or more input devices (or
portions thereof) included in the input device region 212
and/or touch sensitivity of the touch sensitive display 222
can be activated or deactivated when the display portion 220
of the computing device 200 is translated along the guides
240 beyond a specified point. Also, in some implementa-
tions, multiple input devices included in the input device
region 212 and/or touch sensitivity of the touch sensitive
display 222 can be activated or deactivated in a staggered
fashion as the display portion 220 of the computing device
200 is translated along the guides 240 along direction Al or
direction A2.

In some implementations, when the computing device
200 is in the configuration shown in FIG. 2B, an input device
exposed within the input device region 212 can include, for
example, a keyboard and/or a touchpad device (and associ-
ated selection buttons). In some implementations, the input
device region 212 can include various types of input devices
such as, for example, a keyboard, one or more buttons (e.g.,
volume control buttons, arrow buttons, power buttons, func-
tional keys, wireless communication activation/deactivation
buttons), an electrostatic touchpad (which can be associated
with one or more select buttons) to control a mouse cursor,
etc.

When the computing device 200 is in the configuration
shown in FIG. 2B, only a keyboard (and not a touchpad
device) may be exposed. In such implementations, if the
keyboard is a virtual keyboard, the virtual keyboard can be
configured to virtually rotate depending on the orientation of
the computing device 200 with respect to a user and/or the
touch sensitive display 222.

FIG. 2C illustrates the computing device 200 shown in
FIG. 2A in a laptop configuration. As shown in FIG. 2C,
when the computing device 200 is in the laptop configura-
tion, the display portion 220 of the computing device 200 is
distal to the input device region 212 of the base portion 210
and a plane (e.g., primary plane) of the display portion 220
is non-parallel to a plane (e.g., plane P2 shown in FIG. 2A,
a primary plane) of the base portion 210.

In some implementations, one or more input devices
included in the input device region 212 can be in an
activated state when the computing device 200 is in (or
moved to) the laptop configuration shown in FIG. 2C. Also,
in some implementations, touch sensitivity of the touch
sensitive display 222 can be in a deactivated state (or
changed to a deactivated state) when the computing device
200 is in (or moved to) the laptop configuration shown in
FIG. 2C. In such implementations, the one or more input
devices included in the input device region 212 can be the
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primary input device(s) of the computing device 200 when
the computing device 200 is in the laptop configuration. In
some implementations, if touch sensitivity of the touch
sensitive display 222 is in a deactivated state (or changed to
a deactivated state) when the computing device 200 is in (or
moved to) the laptop configuration, touch sensitivity of the
touch sensitive display 222 can be manually activated (e.g.,
manually activated using an input device included in the
input device region 212) when the computing device 200 is
in (or moved to) the laptop configuration.

In some implementations, one or more input devices (or
portions thereof) included in the input device region 212
and/or touch sensitivity of the touch sensitive display 222
can be activated automatically or deactivated automatically
as the computing device 200 is being moved to the laptop
configuration. For example, one or more input devices (or
portions thereof) included in the input device region 212 can
be activated when moved from the tablet configuration
shown in FIG. 2A to the laptop configuration shown in FIG.
2C (if the input device(s) (or portions thereof) are in a
deactivated state when in the tablet configuration). Also,
touch sensitivity of the touch sensitive display 222 can be
deactivated when the computing device 200 is moved from
the tablet configuration shown in FIG. 2A to the laptop
configuration shown in FIG. 2C (if touch sensitivity of the
touch sensitive display 222 is in an activated state when in
the tablet configuration).

In some implementations, one or more input devices (or
portions thereof) included in the input device region 212
and/or touch sensitivity of the touch sensitive display 222
can be activated or deactivated when the display portion 220
of the computing device 200 is translated along the guides
240 beyond a specified point. For example, a keyboard
included in the input device region 212 can be in a deacti-
vated state when in the tablet configuration shown in FIG.
2A. Conversely, the keyboard can be deactivated (e.g.,
changed from a deactivated state to an activated state) when
the display portion 220 is moved from the laptop configu-
ration shown in FIG. 2C beyond a point in direction A2
along the guides 240 to the tablet configuration shown in
FIG. 2A.

In some implementations, for example, a switch (not
shown), or other device, can be triggered to activate or
deactivate one or more input devices (or portions thereof)
included in the input device region 212 and/or touch sensi-
tivity of the touch sensitive display 222 when moved
between various configurations. In some implementations,
the switch can be, for example, an electronic switch, a
mechanical switch (e.g., a mechanical relay), and/or so forth.
In some implementations, the switch can include one or
more sensors (e.g., electrical sensors) configured to detect
one or more positions of portions of the computing device
200. For example, movement to a specified point (e.g., a
position at the distal end and/or a position at proximal end
of one or more of the guides 240, 241, a specified rotational
position of the display portion 220 with respect to the base
portion 210), beyond a location, and/or so forth, can be
detected using a mechanical switch that can be actuated, an
electrical contact, and/or so forth.

In some implementations, multiple input devices included
in the input device region 212 and/or touch sensitive capa-
bility of the touch sensitive display 222 can be activated or
deactivated in a staggered fashion (e.g., a staged fashion) as
the display portion 220 of the computing device 200 is
translated along the guides 240. For example, a keyboard
and an electrostatic touchpad device for a mouse, which are
included in the input device region 212, can be in a deac-
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tivated state when in the tablet configuration shown in FIG.
2A. The touch sensitivity of the touch sensitive display 222
can be in an activated state when in the tablet configuration
shown in FIG. 2A. The electrostatic touchpad device can be
activated (e.g., changed from a deactivated state to an
activated state) when the display portion 220 is moved from
the easel configuration shown in FIG. 2A beyond a first point
along the guides 240 in direction Al to the laptop configu-
ration shown in FIG. 2C. The keyboard can be activated
(e.g., changed from a deactivated state to an activated state)
and touch sensitivity of the touch sensitive display 222 can
be deactivated (e.g., changed from an activated state to a
deactivated state) when the display portion 220 is moved
from the easel configuration shown in FIG. 2A beyond a
second point (different from the first point) along the guides
240 in direction Al to the laptop configuration shown in
FIG. 2C.

FIG. 2E illustrates the computing device 200 in a closed
configuration. The display portion 220 shown in FIG. 2D
can be rotated in the counterclockwise direction X until the
display portion 220 is parallel to the base portion 210 (or
substantially parallel) and the display surface 224 is facing
towards the base portion 210 and moved to the closed
configuration shown in FIG. 2E. Thus, the display portion
220 and the base portion 210 can be aligned along a common
plane (or different planes that are parallel (or substantially
parallel) to one another) with the display surface 224 facing
towards the base portion 210. The display surface 224 is not
accessible when the computing device 200 is in the closed
configuration.

When in the closed configuration shown in FIG. 2E, the
touch sensitive display 222 and one or more input devices
included in the input device region 212 (both of which are
not shown in FIG. 2E) may be deactivated (e.g., changed
from an activated state to a deactivated state) because
neither the touch sensitive display 222 nor any input devices
included in the input device region 212 are accessible (e.g.,
readily accessible by a user) when the computing device 200
is in the closed configuration. In some implementations, the
entire computing device 200 (e.g., processing components
of the computing device 200) can be changed to a deacti-
vated state. In some implementations, when the computing
device 200 is moved to the closed configuration, one or more
input devices included in the input device region 212 (which
is not visible in FIG. 2B because the input device region 212
is covered by the display portion 220) and/or the touch
sensitive display 222 can be deactivated (e.g., disabled,
changed to a non-operational state, changed to a standby
state). For example, a keyboard included in the input device
region 212 and/or the touch sensitive display 222 can be
automatically deactivated when the computing device 200 is
in (or moved to) the closed configuration. Input devices
included in the input device region 212 may be deactivated
because the input devices may not be accessible when
covered by the display portion 220 when the computing
device 200 is in the closed configuration shown in FIG. 2B.
The touch sensitive display 222 may be deactivated because
the touch sensitive display 222 may not be accessible when
the touch sensitive display 222 is facing the base portion 210
when the computing device 200 is in the closed configura-
tion shown in FIG. 2B. The input devices included in the
input device region 212 and/or the touch sensitive display
222 can be changed to or remain in a deactivated state to, for
example, save power of the computing device 200.

In some implementations, when the computing device
200 is in the closed configuration, the display portion 220 of
the computing device 200 can be translated with respect to
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the base portion 210 of the computing device 200. For
example, the display portion 220 of the computing device
200 can be translated along the guides 240 (not shown in
FIG. 2E) in direction A2.

Although not shown, for example, a latch (or similar
device) can be attached to the top portion 228 of the display
portion 220. When the computing device is moved to the
closed configuration shown in FIG. 2E, the latch can be
coupled (e.g., releasably coupled) to the front end 216 of the
base portion 210 of the computing device 200 so that the
display portion 220 may not be translated (in a direction
opposite direction A1) with respect to the base portion 210.
In some implementations, the latch can be configured so that
the display portion 220 may be translated when the latch is
released. In some implementations, the latch can also be
configured (e.g., configured as a reversible latch, configured
as a two-sided latch) so that when the computing device is
moved to the tablet configuration shown in FIG. 2A, the
latch can be coupled (e.g., releasably coupled) to the back
end 218 of the base portion 210 of the computing device 200
so that the display portion 220 may not be translated (e.g.,
inadvertently translated) with respect to the base portion
210. In some implementations, a latch can be used to couple
the top portion 228 of the display portion 220 to the front end
216 of the base portion 210 when the computing device 200
is in the closed configuration, and a separate latch can be
used to couple the top portion 228 of the display portion 220
to the back end 216 of the base portion 210 when the
computing device 200 is in the tablet configuration.

FIGS. 3 A through 3F are diagrams that illustrate a clutch
mechanism 380 of a computing device 300 in various
configurations. The computing device 300 includes a display
portion 320 and a base portion 310, which includes a guide
340. The clutch mechanism 380 can be a clutch mechanism
used in the computing devices shown in FIGS. 1 and 2A
through 2E.

The configuration of the clutch mechanism 380 shown in
FIG. 3A can correspond with a configuration of the clutch
mechanism of the computing device 200 between FIGS. 2A
and 2B. The configuration of the clutch mechanism 380
shown in FIG. 3B can correspond with a configuration of the
clutch mechanism of the computing device 200 shown in
FIG. 2B. The configuration of the clutch mechanism 380
shown in FIG. 3C can correspond with a configuration of the
clutch mechanism of the computing device 200 when the
computing device 200 is in the laptop configuration shown
in FIG. 2B. The configuration of the clutch mechanism 380
shown in FIG. 3D can correspond with a configuration of the
clutch mechanism of the computing device 200 shown in
FIG. 2D. The configuration of the clutch mechanism 380
shown in FIG. 3E can correspond with a configuration of the
clutch mechanism of the computing device 200 between
FIGS. 2D and 2E.

As shown in FIG. 3A, the clutch mechanism 380 includes
a base coupling mechanism 370 having at least a portion
disposed in or coupled to the guide 340 of the base portion
310 of the computing device 300. In some implementations,
the base coupling mechanism 370 can be coupled to the base
portion 310 of the computing device 300. In some imple-
mentations, the base coupling mechanism 370 can be fixedly
coupled to a portion (e.g., the guide 340), or along a portion,
of'the base portion 310 of the computing device 300. In other
words, the base coupling mechanism 370 can be coupled at
a fixed location (e.g., a fixed horizontal location) along the
base portion 310 of the computing device 300.

The clutch mechanism 380 also includes a display cou-
pling mechanism 360 coupled to the base portion 310 of the
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computing device 300. The display coupling mechanism
360 can have at least a portion disposed in, or coupled to, the
display portion 320 of the computing device 300. In some
implementations, the display coupling mechanism 360 can
be fixedly coupled (e.g., fixedly coupled along a horizontal
location) to at least a portion of the display portion 320 of
the computing device 300. In other words, the display
coupling mechanism 360 can be coupled at a fixed location
along the display portion 320 of the computing device 300.
Accordingly, when the display portion 320 is slidably moved
with respect to the base portion 310, the display coupling
mechanism 360 is also moved with respect to the base
portion 310 of the computing device 300 and/or the base
coupling mechanism 370.

The display portion 320 includes a slot 364 within which
the base coupling mechanism 370 can slidably move. FIG.
3F, which is a cross-sectional view cut along line E of FIG.
3A, is a diagram that illustrates the base coupling mecha-
nism 370 disposed within at least a portion of the slot 364.
As shown in FIG. 3F, the display coupling mechanism 360
is also at least partially disposed within the slot 364. As
shown in FIG. 3F, the base coupling mechanism 370, in this
implementation, is coupled to the guide 340 via a rotating
portion 374.

The display portion 320 is configured to be slidably
moved with respect to the base portion 310 along direction
C1 or direction C2. For example, as illustrated in FIG. 3A,
when the display portion 320 is slidably moved along
direction C1, the display coupling mechanism 360 is moved
toward the base coupling mechanism 370, and the base
coupling mechanism 370 is slidably moved within the slot
364. When the display portion 320 is slidably moved along
direction C2, the display coupling mechanism 360 is moved
away from the base coupling mechanism 370 and the base
coupling mechanism 370 is slidably moved within the slot
364.

When the display portion 320 is slidably moved with
respect to the base portion 310 along direction C1, the
display coupling mechanism 360 is moved into, or coupled
to, the base coupling mechanism 370 as shown in FIG. 3B.
When the display coupling mechanism 360 is coupled to the
base coupling mechanism 370, the display portion 320 can
be rotatably moved using the rotating portion 374 in a
clockwise direction D1 or a counterclockwise direction D2.
The display portion 320 is rotatably moved in the clockwise
direction D1 from the configuration shown in FIG. 3B to the
configuration shown in FIG. 3C. The display portion 320 can
be rotatably moved in the counterclockwise direction D2
from the configuration shown in FIG. 3C to the configura-
tion shown in FIG. 3D.

As shown in FIG. 3B, the display coupling mechanism
360 is moved into a cavity 373 of the base coupling
mechanism 370. In some implementations, the cavity 373
can be included in at least a portion of the rotating portion
374. Although not shown in FIGS. 3A through 3F, in some
implementations, the display coupling mechanism 360 can
include one or more recesses and the base coupling mecha-
nism 370 can include one or more protrusions configured to
be moving into the one or more recesses of the display
coupling mechanism 360.

The display portion 320 can rotatably moved in the
clockwise direction D1 from the configuration shown in
FIG. 3C to the configuration shown in FIG. 3D. When in the
configuration shown in FIG. 3B, the display portion 320 can
be slidably moved with respect to the base portion 310 along
direction C1 until the display coupling mechanism 360 is
moved out of, or decoupled from, the base coupling mecha-
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nism 370 as shown in FIG. 3E. Similarly, the display portion
320 can be slidably moved with respect to the base portion
310 along the direction C2 until the display coupling mecha-
nism is moved into, or coupled to, the base coupling
mechanism 370 as shown in FIG. 3D.

FIG. 4A is a diagram that illustrates a top view of a
computing device 400 including a clutch mechanism 480
(shown in FIG. 4D). As shown in FIG. 4A, the computing
device 400 includes a display portion 420 disposed between
guides 440, 441 of a base portion 410 of the computing
device 400. The computing device 400 is in a tablet con-
figuration with a display surface 424 facing away from the
base portion 410.

In some implementations, the guide 440 (and/or guide
441) can have a width G2 of between 5 to 30 mm. In some
implementations, the width G2 can be less than 5 mm or
greater than 30 mm. In some implementations, the width G2
can be more than 10 times smaller than width G1. In some
implementations, width G3 can be greater than, equal to, or
smaller than width G1. In some implementations, the width
G1 and/or the width G3 can be between 20 cm to 40 cm. In
some implementations, the width G1 and/or the width G3
can be less than 20 cm or greater than 40 cm.

FIG. 4B is a diagram that illustrates a front view of the
computing device 400 shown in FIG. 4A. As shown in FIG.
4B, the computing device 400 has a thickness G4. In some
implementations, the thickness G4 can be between 10 to 30
mm. In some implementations, the thickness G4 can be less
than 10 mm or greater than 30 mm.

As shown in FIG. 4B, the thickness G4 is approximately
equal to a combination of a thickness G5 of the display
portion 420 and a thickness G6 of the base portion 410. In
this implementation, the thickness G5 of the display portion
420 is greater than the thickness G6 of the base portion 410.
In some implementations the thickness G5 of the display
portion 420 can be more than 2 times greater than the
thickness G6 of the base portion 410. In some implemen-
tations the thickness G5 of the display portion 420 can be
less than 2 times greater than the thickness G6 of the base
portion 410.

FIG. 4C is a diagram that illustrates a top view of the
computing device 400 with the display portion 420 slidably
moved along direction H with respect to the base portion
410. As shown in FIG. 4C, an input device region 412 is
exposed when the display portion 420 is slidably moved
along direction H.

As shown in FIG. 4C, sliding members 417, 418 can be
coupled to the base portion 410. The sliding members 417,
418 can facilitate sliding movement of the display portion
420 with respect to the base portion 410. The sliding
members 417, 418 are disposed, respectively, on each side
of'the input device region 412. In some implementations, the
sliding members 417, 418 can be made of, for example, a
plastic material such as Teflon. In some implementations,
more or less sliding members than those shown can be
coupled to the base portion 410. In some implementations,
one or more of the sliding members 417, 418 can be
disposed within one or more recesses in the base portion
410.

FIG. 4D is a diagram that illustrates the computing device
cut along line G7 shown in FIG. 4C. As shown in FIG. 4D,
at least a portion of the clutch mechanism 480 is disposed
within the base portion 410 of the computing device 400. A
slot 464 is included in at least a portion of the display portion
420.

FIG. 4E is a diagram that illustrates the base portion 410
of the computing device 400 without the display portion
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420. A base coupling mechanism 481 of the clutch mecha-
nism 480 and a base coupling mechanism 483 of the clutch
mechanism 482 are shown in FIG. 4E. Also, additional
sliding members 419, similar to, or the same as, the sliding
members 417, 418, are shown in FIG. 4E.

FIG. 4F is a diagram that illustrates a zoomed-in portion
1 of the computing device 400 shown in FIG. 4A. As shown
in FIG. 4F, the display portion 420 has a protrusion 427 with
a length G8 and a width (G9 that extends from a side of the
display portion 420. The protrusion 427 can be configured to
contact the guide 440 and so that the display portion 420 can
be frictionally maintained in the tablet configuration shown
in FIG. 4A. In some implementations, the width G9 of the
protrusion 427 can be less than a few millimeters and the
length G8 of the protrusion 427 can be a few millimeters or
less.

FIGS. 5A through 5G are diagrams that illustrate various
configurations and movement of components within a base
coupling mechanism of a clutch mechanism 580. The clutch
mechanism 580 is a more detailed view of the clutch
mechanism 480 shown in FIG. 4D.

In this implementation, the clutch mechanism 580
includes multiple spring mechanisms configured to change
or facilitate (e.g., decrease torque associated with, increase
torque associated with) movement of a display portion 52
with respect to a base portion 51 of a computing device 50
within a specified range of angles. Specifically, the spring
mechanisms are configured to change or facilitate (or apply
a force during) movement of the display portion 52 with
respect to the base portion 51 when the display portion 52
and the base portion 51 are at approximately an angle of 30°
or less (when the computing device 50 is being opened or
when the computing device 50 is being closed). In some
implementations, clutch mechanisms can include spring
mechanisms configured to facilitate movement between a
different range of angles than shown in connection with
FIGS. 5A through 5G. In some implementations, spring
mechanisms can include various types of springs such as
coil springs.

As shown in FIG. 5A, a cam washer 550 has a protrusion
552 configured to contact with a pushpin 530 when an angle
between the display portion 52 and the base portion 51 of the
computing device 50 is 0°. The pushpin 530 is coupled to a
spring 540 (which is represented as a coil-type spring)
configured to apply a force (along direction J2) and facilitate
movement of (e.g., decrease opening torque) the display
portion 52 as the display portion is moved along direction J1
from 0° with respect to the base portion 51 to an angle
between the display portion 52 and the base portion 51 of the
computing device 50 of 30° as shown in FIG. 5B. Specifi-
cally, the pushpin 530 is configured to apply a force to a
protrusion 562 operably coupled to the display portion 52 to
facilitate movement of the display portion 52. The protru-
sion 562 can be included in a display coupling mechanism
(not shown), or can be caused to move by the display
mechanism, and disposed within a recess 554 of the cam
washer 550. The cam washer 550 is configured to rotate
along direction J1 as the display portion 52 is rotate along
direction J1.

As shown in FIG. 5B, the protrusion 552 of the cam
washer 550 is disposed between and in contact with both
pushpin 530 and pushpin 532 when the display portion 52 is
at approximately a 30° angle with respect to the base portion
51.

As the display portion 52 is moved between the 30° angle
shown in FIG. 5B and a 150° angle shown in FIG. 5C, the
protrusion 562 is configured to slidably move within the
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recess 554 of the cam washer 550. As the display portion 52
is moved between the 150° angle shown in FIG. 5C to the
180° angle (or 0° angle) the protrusion 562 is configured to
come in contact with the cam washer 550 so that the
protrusion 552 of the cam washer 550 contacts pushpin 532
to compress (along direction J2) the spring 542. Accord-
ingly, the torque to move the display portion 52 from the
150° angle to the 180° angle is increased by the force applied
by spring 542 via the pushpin 532. In some implementa-
tions, the spring 542 is included as part of a left-side spring
mechanism of the clutch mechanism 580, and the spring 540
is included as part of a right-side spring mechanism of the
clutch mechanism 580.

FIGS. 5E through 5G illustrate movement within the
clutch mechanism 580 in the reverse direction from that
shown in FIGS. 5A through 5C. Specifically, the display
portion 52 can be moved from a 180° angle with respect to
the base portion 51 is shown in FIG. 5D to a 150° angle
shown in FIG. 5E. In this case, one moved from the 180°
angle to the 150° angle, the torque is decrease. Correspond-
ing movement within the clutch mechanism 580 as shown in
FIG. 5E. Similarly, movement within the clutch mechanism
580 is shown in FIGS. 5F and 5G as the display portion 52
is moved with respect to the base portion 51 to a 0° angle as
shown in FIG. 5G. The movement of the components within
the clutch mechanism 580, and specifically, the force applied
by the spring 540 causes an increase in torque as the display
portion 52 is moved from the 30° angle to the 0° angle with
respect to the base portion 51.

Although not shown in FIGS. 5A through 5G movement
of the display portion 52 with respect to the base portion 51
can be asymmetric. For example, a first spring mechanism
can be configured to facilitate movement of the display
portion 52 with respect to the base portion 51 when the
display portion 52 and the base portion 51 are at an angle of
30° or less. However, a second spring mechanism can be
configured to facilitate movement of the display portion 52
with respect to the base portion 51 when the display portion
52 and the base portion 51 are at an angle of 20° or less.

FIG. 6 is a graph that illustrates torque with respect to
angle for the clutch mechanism 580 shown in FIGS. 5A
through 5G. Increasing torque is shown on the y-axis and
angle is shown on the x-axis. Specifically, line 610 (dotted
line with open squares) illustrates torque as the display
portion 52 is moved with the respect to the base portion 51
as shown in FIGS. 5A through 5D. Line 620 (dashed line
with solid triangles) illustrates torque as the display portion
52 is moved with the respect to the base portion 51 as shown
in FIGS. 5E through 5G. Accordingly, the spring-actuated
pushpins 530, 531 can be configured to apply a force (e.g.,
a force to the cam washer 550) within less than all of a range
of rotation of the display coupling mechanism of the display
portion 52.

FIGS. 7 and 8 are exploded view diagrams that illustrate
various components of clutch mechanisms. As shown in
FIG. 7, a clutch mechanism 780 includes a display coupling
mechanism 782 and a base coupling mechanism 784. The
base coupling mechanism 784 includes a base mount 762
that can be coupled to at least a portion of a base portion of
the computing device. A base side shaft 765 can be used to
rotatably couple (as a rotating portion) many of the compo-
nents of the base coupling mechanism 784 together. As
shown in FIG. 7, the base coupling mechanism 784 includes
at least a guide washer 710, a disk spring 712, space cam
washer 751, and space washers 714. The cam washer 750,
which includes a protrusion 752, can be disposed between
pushpins 730 coupled to springs 734. The cam washer 750
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also has a recess 754, and at least one of the space cam
washers includes a protrusion 759 configured to move
within the recess 754.

As shown in FIG. 7, the base coupling mechanism 784
includes a base clutch 766 through which the base side shaft
765 can be inserted. A magnet 783 can be coupled to (e.g.,
optionally coupled to) the base clutch 766. The magnet 783
is configured to facilitate coupling of the display coupling
mechanism 782 to the base clutch 766 of the base coupling
mechanism 784. The base coupling mechanism 784 can be
configured to be coupled to the display coupling mechanism
782. Specifically, at least a portion (e.g., portion 797) of the
display coupling mechanism 782 can be inserted into an
opening of the base clutch 766. In some implementations,
the base clutch 766, and/or portions coupled to the base
clutch 766, can be referred to as a rotating receiver.

As shown in FIG. 7, the display coupling mechanism 782
includes a flange 791 that can be coupled to at least a portion
of a display portion of a computing device. In this imple-
mentation, the display coupling mechanism 782 includes a
locking pin 794 rotatably coupled to the display coupling
mechanism 782 via at least one pin 796. A spring 793 is
configured to apply a force to the locking pin 794. The
locking pin 794 can be configured to maintain a coupling of
the display coupling mechanism 782 to the base clutch 766
of the base coupling mechanism 784. In some implementa-
tions, various types of latch members such as the locking pin
794 can be used to removably couple, or to lockably couple,
the display coupling mechanism 782 to the base coupling
mechanism 784.

As shown in FIG. 8, a clutch mechanism 880 includes a
display coupling mechanism 882 and a base coupling
mechanism 884. The base coupling mechanism 884 includes
a base mount 862 that can be coupled to at least a portion of
abase portion of the computing device. A base side shaft 865
can be used to rotatably couple (as a rotating portion) many
of the components of the base coupling mechanism 884
together. As shown in FIG. 8, the base coupling mechanism
884 includes at least a guide washer 810, a disk spring 812,
space cam washer 851, and space washers 814. The cam
washer 850, which includes a protrusion 852, can be dis-
posed between pushpins 830 coupled to springs 834. The
cam washer 850 also has a recess 854, and at least one of the
space cam washers includes a protrusion 859 configured to
move within the recess 854.

As shown in FIG. 8, the base coupling mechanism 884
includes a base clutch 866 through which the base side shaft
865 can be inserted. A magnet 883 can be coupled to (e.g.,
optionally coupled to) the base clutch 866. The magnet 883
is configured to facilitate coupling of the display coupling
mechanism 882 to the base clutch 866 of the base coupling
mechanism 884. The base coupling mechanism 884 can be
configured to be coupled to the display coupling mechanism
882. Specifically, at least a portion (e.g., portion 897) of the
display coupling mechanism 882 can be inserted into an
opening of the base clutch 866. In some implementations,
the base clutch 866, and/or portions coupled to the base
clutch 866, can be referred to as a rotating receiver.

As shown in FIG. 8, the display coupling mechanism 882
includes a flange 891 that can be coupled to at least a portion
of a display portion of a computing device. In this imple-
mentation, the display coupling mechanism 882 includes a
locking pin 894 rotatably coupled to the display coupling
mechanism 882. A spring 893 is configured to apply a force
to the locking pin 894. The locking pin 894 can be config-
ured to maintain a coupling of the display coupling mecha-
nism 882 to the base clutch 866 of the base coupling
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mechanism 884. In some implementations, various types of
latch members such as the locking pin 894 can be used to
removably couple, or to lockably couple, the display cou-
pling mechanism 882 to the base coupling mechanism 884.
The display coupling mechanism 882 also includes a display
washer 896 and an E-ring 898.

FIG. 9 is a diagram that illustrates a display coupling
mechanism 982 coupled to a base coupling mechanism 984.
As shown in FIG. 9, a portion 997 of the display coupling
mechanism 982 can be inserted (along direction M1) into a
base clutch 966 of the base coupling mechanism 984. In this
diagram, the portion 997 of the display coupling mechanism
982 is only partially inserted into the base clutch 966 of the
base coupling mechanism 984.

FIGS. 10A through 10C are diagrams that illustrate a base
clutch 1066 coupled to a portion 1097 of a display coupling
mechanism 1082. FIG. 10A illustrates a perspective view of
the portion 1097 of the display coupling mechanism 1082
having at least a portion inserted into the base clutch 1066.
FIG. 10B illustrates a cross-sectional view of the diagram
shown in FIG. 10A cut along the line V. As shown in FIG.
10B locking pins 1094 can come in contact with an inner
cavity 1068 of the base clutch 1066 as the portion 1097 of
the display coupling mechanism 1082 is moved along direc-
tion W1. FIG. 10C illustrates protrusions of the locking pins
1094 disposed within the recesses 1067 of the inner cavity
1068 of the base clutch 1066 after the portion 1097 of the
display coupling mechanism 1082 is moved along direction
W1. In this implementation, a spring 1093 is configured to
lockably couple (in a reversible coupling fashion) the por-
tion 1097 of the display coupling mechanism 1082 to the
base clutch 1066 via the locking pins 1094

FIG. 11 is a diagram of a computing device 1100 that
includes clutch mechanisms 1180, 1182. As shown in FIG.
11, the clutch mechanisms 1180, 1182 each have portions
that are respectively coupled to a base portion 1110 of the
computing device and a display portion 1120 of the com-
puting device.

Implementations of the various techniques described
herein may be implemented in digital electronic circuitry, or
in computer hardware, firmware, software, or in combina-
tions of them. Implementations may implemented as a
computer program product, i.e., a computer program tangi-
bly embodied in an information carrier, e.g., in a machine-
readable storage device (computer-readable medium, a non-
transitory computer-readable storage medium, a tangible
computer-readable storage medium) or in a propagated
signal, for processing by, or to control the operation of, data
processing apparatus, e.g., a programmable processor, a
computer, or multiple computers. A computer program, such
as the computer program(s) described above, can be written
in any form of programming language, including compiled
or interpreted languages, and can be deployed in any form,
including as a stand-alone program or as a module, compo-
nent, subroutine, or other unit suitable for use in a computing
environment. A computer program can be deployed to be
processed on one computer or on multiple computers at one
site or distributed across multiple sites and interconnected
by a communication network.

Method steps may be performed by one or more program-
mable processors executing a computer program to perform
functions by operating on input data and generating output.
Method steps also may be performed by, and an apparatus
may be implemented as, special purpose logic circuitry, e.g.,
an FPGA (field programmable gate array) or an ASIC
(application-specific integrated circuit).
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Processors suitable for the processing of a computer
program include, by way of example, both general and
special purpose microprocessors, and any one or more
processors of any kind of digital computer. Generally, a
processor will receive instructions and data from a read-only
memory or a random access memory or both. Elements of a
computer may include at least one processor for executing
instructions and one or more memory devices for storing
instructions and data. Generally, a computer also may
include, or be operatively coupled to receive data from or
transfer data to, or both, one or more mass storage devices
for storing data, e.g., magnetic, magneto-optical disks, or
optical disks. Information carriers suitable for embodying
computer program instructions and data include all forms of
non-volatile memory, including by way of example semi-
conductor memory devices, e.g., EPROM, EEPROM, and
flash memory devices; magnetic disks, e.g., internal hard
disks or removable disks; magneto-optical disks; and CD-
ROM and DVD-ROM disks. The processor and the memory
may be supplemented by, or incorporated in special purpose
logic circuitry.

To provide for interaction with a user, implementations
may be implemented on a computer having a display device,
e.g., a cathode ray tube (CRT) or liquid crystal display
(LCD) monitor, for displaying information to the user and a
keyboard and a pointing device, e.g., a mouse or a trackball,
by which the user ca provide input to the computer. Other
kinds of devices can be used to provide for interaction with
a user as well; for example, feedback provided to the user
can be any form of sensory feedback, e.g., visual feedback,
auditory feedback, or tactile feedback; and input from the
user can be received in any form, including acoustic, speech,
or tactile input.

Implementations may be implemented in a computing
system that includes a back-end component, e.g., as a data
server, or that includes a middleware component, e.g., an
application server, or that includes a front-end component,
e.g., a client computer having a graphical user interface or
a Web browser through which a user can interact with an
implementation, or any combination of such back-end,
middleware, or front-end components. Components may be
interconnected by any form or medium of digital data
communication, e.g., a communication network. Examples
of communication networks include a local area network
(LAN) and a wide area network (WAN), e.g., the Internet.

While certain features of the described implementations
have been illustrated as described herein, many modifica-
tions, substitutions, changes and equivalents will now occur
to those skilled in the art. It is, therefore, to be understood
that the appended claims are intended to cover all such
modifications and changes as fall within the scope of the
implementations. It should be understood that they have
been presented by way of example only, not limitation, and
various changes in form and details may be made. Any
portion of the apparatus and/or methods described herein
may be combined in any combination, except mutually
exclusive combinations. The implementations described
herein can include various combinations and/or sub-combi-
nations of the functions, components and/or features of the
different implementations described.

What is claimed is:

1. A computing device, comprising:

a base portion including a keyboard and a base coupling
mechanism fixedly coupled to the base portion, the
base coupling mechanism including a rotating receiver
configured to rotate with respect to the base portion;
and
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a display portion having a display coupling mechanism
configured to be removably coupled to the rotating
receiver of the base coupling mechanism and including
a slot on a side of the display portion, the base coupling
mechanism configured to be disposed within the slot on
the side of the display portion,
the display coupling mechanism of the display portion
having at least a portion disposed within the slot on the
side of the display portion and configured to be coupled
to the rotating receiver of the base coupling mechanism
in response to the display portion being slidably moved
in a first direction with respect to the base portion via
the slot such that a distal end of the display portion
extends beyond a distal end of the base portion when:
a viewable surface on one side of the display portion is
facing away from the base portion, and
the viewable surface and the slot are maligned along a
plane substantially parallel to a plane along which
the keyboard of the base portion is aligned,
the display coupling mechanism configured to be
decoupled from the rotating receiver of the base cou-
pling mechanism in response to the display portion
being slidably moved in a second direction with respect
to the base portion via the slot when:
the viewable surface on the one side of the display
portion is facing away from the base portion, and
the viewable surface and the slot are aligned along the
plane substantially parallel to the plane along which
the keyboard of the base portion is aligned,
the display coupling mechanism of the display portion
configured to be coupled to the rotating receiver of the
base coupling mechanism in response to the display
portion being slidably moved with respect to the base
portion via the slot in the second direction opposite the
first direction such that the distal end of the display
portion extends beyond a proximal end of the base
portion when the viewable surface on the one side of
the display portion is facing toward the base portion
and when the plane along which the viewable surface
and the slot are aligned is substantially parallel to the
plane along which the keyboard of the base portion is
aligned,
the display coupling mechanism of the display portion
configured to be decoupled from the rotating receiver
of the base coupling mechanism in response to the
display portion being slidably moved with respect to
the base portion via the slot in the first direction when
the viewable surface on the one side of the display
portion is facing toward the base portion and when the
plane along which the viewable surface and the slot are
aligned is substantially parallel to the plane along
which the keyboard of the base portion is aligned,

the display portion configured to rotate via the rotating
receiver when the display coupling mechanism is
coupled to the rotating receiver of the base coupling
mechanism.

2. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the rotating
receiver includes a cavity, at least a portion of the display
coupling mechanism is configured to be inserted into the
cavity of the rotating receiver.

3. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the display
portion is configured to slidably move with respect to the
base portion in a translational direction orthogonal to an axis
around which the display portion rotates when the display
coupling mechanism of the display portion is coupled to the
rotating receiver of the base coupling mechanism.
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4. The computing device of claim 1, further comprising:

a guide included in the base portion, the display portion
is configured to slidably move with respect to the base
portion along the guide.

5. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the display
portion is prevented from slidably moving with respect to
the base portion when the display coupling mechanism of
the display portion is coupled to the rotating receiver of the
base coupling mechanism.

6. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the display
portion is prevented from rotating with respect to the base
portion when the display coupling mechanism of the display
portion is decoupled from the rotating receiver of the base
coupling mechanism.

7. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the display
portion is configured rotate 180 degrees from a first position
where the viewable surface of the display portion is facing
toward the base portion to a second position where the
viewable surface of the display portion is facing away from
the base portion.

8. The computing device of claim 1, further comprising:

a cam washer operably coupled to the rotating receiver;
and

a spring-actuated pushpin configured to apply a force to
the cam washer within less than all of a range of
rotation of the display coupling mechanism of the
display portion.

9. An apparatus, comprising:

a base coupling mechanism configured to be fixedly
coupled to a base portion of a computing device, the
base coupling mechanism including a rotating receiver
configured to rotate with respect to the base portion, a
first pushpin actuated by a first spring, and a second
pushpin actuated by a second spring, the second push-
pin is disposed between the first pushpin and the second
spring; and

a display coupling mechanism configured to be remov-
ably coupled to the rotating receiver of the base cou-
pling mechanism, the display coupling mechanism
configured to be fixedly coupled to and disposed within
a slot on a side of a display portion of the computing
device, the display coupling mechanism configured to
rotate about an axis orthogonal to a direction that the
first pushpin is actuated by the first spring when the
display coupling mechanism is coupled to the rotating
receiver of the base coupling mechanism, the rotating
receiver is disposed within the slot on the side of the
display portion and the display coupling mechanism
configured to translate along the direction that the first
pushpin is actuated by the first spring when the display
coupling mechanism is decoupled from the rotating
receiver of the base coupling mechanism.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the rotating receiver
includes a cavity configured to receive the display coupling
mechanism.

11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the display coupling
mechanism includes a locking mechanism configured to
removably couple the display coupling mechanism to the
rotating receiver of the base coupling mechanism, the lock-
ing mechanism includes a plurality of spring-actuated latch
members.

12. The apparatus of claim 9, further comprising:

a cam washer having a protrusion configured to contact at
least one of the first pushpin and the second pushpin;
and

a spring washer.
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13. A computing device, comprising:

a base portion including a keyboard and a base coupling
mechanism fixedly coupled to the base portion, the
base coupling mechanism including a rotating receiver
configured to rotate with respect to the base portion;
and

a display portion having a slot on a side of the display
portion, the display portion having a display coupling
mechanism disposed within the slot and configured to
be removably coupled to the rotating receiver of the
base coupling mechanism, the display coupling mecha-
nism having a portion configured to be disposed within
a cavity of the rotating receiver, the portion of the
display coupling mechanism having a thickness less
than a thickness of the rotating receiver,

the display coupling mechanism configured to rotate
about an axis intersecting the base coupling mechanism
from a tablet configuration to a closed configuration
when the display coupling portion is coupled to the
rotating receiver of the base coupling mechanism, the
display portion having a display surface substantially
parallel to and facing toward the base portion when in
the closed configuration, the display surface being
substantially parallel to and facing away from the base
portion when in the tablet configuration,

the display portion configured to translate along a first
direction orthogonal to the axis when the display cou-
pling mechanism is decoupled from the rotating
receiver of the base coupling mechanism and the dis-
play portion is in the tablet configuration,

the display portion configured to translate along a second
direction opposite the first direction and orthogonal to
the axis when the display coupling mechanism is
decoupled from the rotating receiver of the base cou-
pling mechanism and the display portion is in the
closed configuration.

14. The computing device of claim 13, wherein the
display coupling mechanism is configured to be fixedly
coupled to the display portion of the computing device.

15. The computing device of claim 13, wherein the base
coupling mechanism includes a cam washer having a pro-
trusion configured to contact a pushpin.
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16. The computing device of claim 13, wherein the base
coupling mechanism is configured to be disposed within the
slot on the side of the display portion when the display
coupling mechanism is translated along the first direction or
the second direction, the base coupling mechanism is con-
figured to be disposed within the slot on the side of the
display portion when the display coupling mechanism is
rotated about the axis.

17. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the portion
of the display coupling mechanism protrudes from within
the slot.

18. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the display
coupling mechanism is configured to rotate about an axis
intersecting the base coupling mechanism from a tablet
configuration to a closed configuration, the display portion
has a display surface that is substantially parallel to and
facing toward the base portion when in the closed configu-
ration, the display surface is substantially parallel to and
facing away from the base portion when in the tablet
configuration.

19. The computing device of claim 1, wherein the base
coupling mechanism includes a first pushpin actuated by a
first spring and a second pushpin actuated by a second
spring, the second pushpin is disposed between the first
pushpin and the second spring.

20. The computing device of claim 13, wherein the base
coupling mechanism includes a first pushpin actuated by a
first spring and a second pushpin actuated by a second
pushpin, the second pushpin is disposed between the first
pushpin and the second spring.

21. The computing device of claim 13, wherein the
rotating receiver has a thickness approximately the same as
a thickness of the slot when the display is slidably translated
and the display coupling mechanism is decoupled from the
rotating receiver, the thickness of the slot and the thickness
of the rotating receiver are aligned along a direction
orthogonal to a plane along which a viewable surface of the
display portion is aligned when the display is slidably
translated and the display coupling mechanism is decoupled
from the rotating receiver.
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